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NWHI efishery management area.Z
This plan would have allowed commer-
cial fishing in the most sensitive habi-
tats in shallow state waters. Théuiper-

shark finning industry. The White
House embraced thehuis position on
the make-up and establishment of the
new Reserve Council.

For the last four years, after helping

the area has seen in close to a centurymembers of the public sent more than
the hui has kept the NWHI in the pub- 24,000 public comments to the Hawai'i
lic spotlight not just in Hawai'i, but also Department of Land and Natural

at the highest levels of the U.S. govern-
ment in Washington, D.C. and interna-
tionally.

NWHI refuge rules. Their efforts also
convinced the Bush Administration not
to overturn the NWHI Executive
Orders throughout its first term.

As a result of leadership from the
“llio’ulaokalani Coalition, the NWHI
have been featured in Ku | Ka Pono

“On the Same Page”
he hui regularly brings the
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands

suaded the state agency to proposefull
to generate the greatest new protections instead a refuge in state waters; In 2004, Native

Resources, supporting plans for strong said.

North American and
international efforts
reflect local conser-
vation priorities and
recognition of
Hawaiian
rights and traditional
and cultural prac-
tices,Z  Takamine

Not all national
conservation groups
have been willing to
work closely with the
hui, says Cha Smith,
executive director of
KAHEA. At times,

I to the attention of policy makers

Native Hawaiian rights marches of more some have under-
in Washington, D.C., and is credited by than 10,000 people, and at the celebrat- mined local efforts,
state and federal officials for generating ed Merrie Monarch hula festival march. attempting to negoti-
extraordinary levels of public turnout at In February 2005, after ahui call to ate on behalf of local
more than 30 hearings and scoping ses-action, more than 14,000 members of communities without
sions in the past four years. Théuihas the public wrote to Wespac protesting consultation. «Some
been instrumental in encouraging mem- their plans to initiate coral harvesting, are like bulls in china
bers of the public to submit more than open a coral reef fishery, reopen the shops. They fly in
100,000 written public comments to closed lobster fishery and carry out bot- from  Washington,
state and federal officials in support of tomfish fishing in the NWHI. D.C, and attempt to
the strongest possible protections for  Hui members canet be in Washington, interpret what needs
the NWHI and the recognition of D.C all the time to meet with policy to happen, and how
Native Hawaiian NWHI traditional cul- makers, yet are influential on the Hill it needs to happen.
tural rights. Hui members have attend- and at the White House. Over the years We have concerns
ed and shaped the outcome of more they have created a tradition of bringing when they are not in
than 100 public meetings ... in addition policy makers to Hawai'i electronically coordination with us.
to the hearings ... on the NWHI. and by telephone. They persuaded a <The people here
*Because of our wide-ranging and wide range of federal officials in various are real savvy,Z Smith
diverse local networks throughout the agencies, Congress and the Whitesaid. ¢l donst think
islands, we have been able to articulate House that it is necessary for local com-the national groups
and reflect community interests,Z said munities to be leading the decision- acting on their own
Takamine. *When we put out the call, making process on the NWHI. Instead are in a position to do
our communities respond by showing of looking einside the BeltwayZ for the much.Z
up at hearing after hearing, submitting answers to local issues, many decision- Takamine said the
written testimony, and making clear makers have agreed to meet with hui successfully built
their support for strong NWHI protec- Hawaii community leaders by frequent a national network of
tions. Itss been very effective. It takes a telephone conferences. conservation organi-
great deal of time and effort but we  This has greatly amplified the voices zations willing to
work hard to arrive at a coordinated and of Native Hawaiian leaders, local fish- support local efforts
unified approach, ensuring that we all ers, Hawai'i-based scientists, and con-to protect the NWHI

Scientists have highlighted the lack of knowledge about the
impact of removing prey species from this little known

agree_and everyone is on the sameservationists. As a result, local voicesecosystem and In the ab h h.fi blished in th
page.Z have been instrumental in designing Native  Hawaiian ©C0SYystem. In the above photograph, first published in the
In 2001, the hui convinced Governor the protections for the islands, and have rights, ~ beginning Honolulu Weekly a veterinarian demonstrates a monk

Linda Lingle (when she was head of the seal's stomach that she said held at least seven lobsters.

Hawai'i Republican Party) to withdraw

led to greater public understanding of with Environmental
their extraordinary cultural significance Defense and the
her initial opposition to NWHI protec- to the Native Hawaiian community. Sierra  Club. eltes port the strong protections for the
tions. The hui also persuaded the state  *We work tirelessly together to coor- such an inspiration to learn from cultur- NWHI and the vision for the vast cul-
of Hawai'i to withdraw plans for what dinate and broaden local, national and al practitioners and fishers about how turally important region put forth by the
hui members say was a misguided international support and to ensure that best to protect the amazing biodiversity Native Hawaiian community. *We con-
of these islands,Z said Fried. tinue to generate international support
Fisherman Isaac Harp calls théuiea for local efforts,Z Fried said. *But our
teew approachZ toward cooperation. *As work is far from done.Z [ |
a Native Hawaiian and fisherman, I'm
IRroud to be a part of thehui because | Paul Koberstein is editor of Cascadia
know that it protects the interest of not Times and the 2004 winner of the John B.
Yonly my ohana (family), but all residents Oakes Award for the nationss best environ-
§ Hawai'i today and in the future,Z he mental journalism.
id. He cites the importance of the
t#WHI as a nursery that produces fish
at migrate to the main Hawaiian
lands, replenishing its fisheries. eIf
there is one place in Hawai'i that every-
e should respect, our kupuna islands
are that place,Z Harp said.
{O Last summer, at an international coral
reef conference in Okinawa,
Environmental Defense persuaded 400
f the worldss leading coral reef scien-
ists from 68 countries to publicly sup-
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