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NOAA Rgects Fishing in Northwestern Hawaiian Idands

HONOL UL U, Hawaii, Octobe 26, 2005 (ENS) - In themidst of a
publc processto designae the Northwestern Hawalian Iandsas
thenaion's 14th marinesancduary, NOAA hasrejected afisheries
proposl for the 1,200 mile longidand chan from the Western
Pacific Fishaies Management Coundl (WESPAC).

NOAA Administrator Vice Admiral Conral Lautenbacher told
congervation advocates on avideocorference cal Tuesday tha he
had jus signed and ddivered aletter to WESPA C informing them
tha NOAA rejected thar propo®d fishery plan for the
Northwestern Hawaiian Iandsas "incompaible with proposd
sancduary gods and objectives."

Stephanie Fried, an Environmental Defense senior scientist based on
Oahu, called Lautenbacher's decision, "a significant and very
welcome breakthrough

WESPA C's drdt fishing regulationsfor the
propo®d Northwestern Hawaiian IandsNationd
Marine Sanctuary would alow battomfish and
degpwater fisheries to coninueunde existing
federa reguations.

Under existingfederd regulaionsupto 17
botomfish vessals of unde 60feet length are
permitted to fish in thefar-flung archipelago. Nine
bottomfish vessels are currently active. They Sl s
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landingsof op&kapaka, onagaand other A diver exploresFrench
snappes, groupes and jacks from what Frigate Shoalsin the
WESPA C cdlls "healthy stocks fished well nort hwesiern Hawalan
beow biologcdly safelevels of haves." (Photo courtesy NOAA)

But on Tuesday's videocornference call, Native

Hawaiian fishers and culturd practitione's and local
environmentalists presented experiences from aroundtheidandsand
a detailed accouning of the publc sentiment throughouttheidands
regarding the need for strong pratections no commercid or
recreationd fishing, limited access, and recognition of traditiond



cultura Native Hawaiian practices.

The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are currently consdered a Cord
Reef Ecosystem Reserve by Executive Order of President Bill
Clinton. The Order specificaly directed the Secretary of Conmerce
to initiate the process to designae thereserve as anaiond marine
sanduay.

NOAA is currently formulating a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) onthesanctuay designaiontha will bereleased
later this year or early next year for pubic comment.

Fried said environmentalists now want to ensure tha the propod
sancduay DEIS "pronotes a preferred alternaive in linewith the
wishes of the people of Hawaii, expressed during 30 hearings more
than 100 meetings over the past five years."

Hawaii Governar LindaLingle, a Republican, sgned regulations
Septembe 29 creating a marinerefugein thethree miles of sate
waters surrounding each small idand and atoll in theremote isand
chan.

At thesametime Linge announe&d a shift in state government
policy to request and suppot aban on commercia and recreationd
fishinginfedera waters of the proposd sanduary.

* * %



