Randall Kosaky, Ph.D,
Rescarch Coordinator
NOAA NWHI Masine National Mooument

A, Tramsport of Bive corals betwoen Fromch Frigate Shoals and Gardner
Pinnacles

NOAA ship HI'IALAKAL cruise HI-06-07 began i Hosoluls on S/1806, The crvise
plan called for stops a2 Nihoa, French Frigate Shoals, Gardser Pinnacles, and Jobaston
Atoll

Al sppronamately 1330 on the evening of 52306, HI'IALAKAL began the 110 nastical
mile transit from French Frigate Shoals to Gasdner Pinnacles. After arrival at Gardaer
Pinsacles oo the moming of 572406, while preparing dive pear for the day’s activities, |
noticed two picees of live Acrapeva cytherea (table coral) tied 10 “egperate™ mesh i Dr.
Gireta Achy's holding tesk. 1 had not noticed the picoes carbicr, as they were in a bucket
coatained within a lasger holding task, and were not readily visible 10 a cassal observer,
The pieces sppeared 10 have been two (Broken) proces of what was once one larger picce,
origmally 10 cm in greatest dimension. The coral & not exkadat any signs of discase,
tumors, or bleaching, and appeared 10 be in good health. | isenedistely sought out Achy,
Whaen queried. Acby 1old me that the coral was collected alive at French Frigate Shoals
#d had in fact made the transit to Gardner Pinnacles in an open system (flow through)
scawaier tank, with the discharge poing over the side. Although Acropora cocals occur
naturally & Gardner Pinnacles, | isstructed ber %o close off the seawaier systom for the
duration of our stay a1 Gardeer Pinnacles (and subsequent transit back 1o Fronch Frigate
Shoals), and regquestod that she setumn the corals 10 an arca of suitshic habilat as soom as
possible upoa our recum to Freach Frigate Shoals. At thas time, 1 also sotified the Stalo
DLNR repeesentative on board (Dr. Jull Zamzow, State NWHI Resesrch Cocedinator),
and informed her that a permit violation may have occurred.

At appeoximately 1530 on the evening of 52406, HI'TIALAKAL began its transit back
teom CGasdner Pinnackes to French Frigate Shoals. On the moming of S25/06, Achy
replaced e live Acraopora on & seel Bsear 10 its collection site, in an Acropora rich
habitae. Acropora coral has the abelity 10 re-cement itself 10 the botsom and grow well
afier natural fragmentation events (due 10 stores, ¢ic.). Achy imformed me that her coral
fragments were replaced on the reef in 2 masaer which would allow for re-attachment
and growth. This was verified by her dive buddy, Dr. Thierry Woek of USGS

Factually incorrect statements that were contained a previous document circulated o the
Land Boaed in August 2006, The following ovents referenced in that documem XD
NOT occur on this cruise:

1. Doesw-Searing corsls were not tramporiad amywhere sboard HI'TALAKAL
cther withim or between atoldls.

=XHIBIT O



2 Corals (healthy or discased) wore sot transported “all the way up the NWHI. ..
to Midway ™ Gardner Pimsacles (as described above) is the farthest to the
northwest that . This cruise did not go aaywhere neas Midway,

3. Corals (healthy or diseased) were not transported 10 “wiathin 2 day or 30 “ of
Johnston Atoll. No live corals left the vicety of French Frigate Shoals and
Gardncr Pisoacles.

The oaly transpoet of lve corals on NOAA ship HITIALAKAIL cruise HIA06.07 is tha
which | have describad above,

B. Culture of lve bacteria absard NOAA ship HUTALAKAL

Dy, Geeta Achy and her technician, My David Albert, brought aboard a temperature-
controlled bacteriad culture incubator and stende agar plates at the stan of the cruise with
the intent of culvaring and then preserving potential coral discase pathogens. The
incubator was set up and running in the ship’s wet lab dunisg the traesit from Honolulu o
French Frigate Shoals, as well as during operations at French Frigate Shoals. The west lab
is & commnity lab space with stainless steel sinks at whach all specimens are processed,
proserved, dissected, etc. While st French Frigate Shoals, Albort placed some sest agar
plates in the incubator (im the wet 1ab), The quickly showed themselves 10 be colonized
with o mvaltitude of Bactenia, most likely the result of coataminatsce from the incubator's
proximity 10 a variety of humans, specimens, and other sources of contamination. Albent
told me the wet lab was a “bactonial cosspool.” not at all suited foe the type of research

that Acby hoped o pursue,

The Chief Boatswain aboard HI'TALAKAIL Mark O"Connce, provided Albert with space
for the incubatoe in & forward sioeage compartment, away from the hustle and bastle of
the wet lad, and of [-limics to other members of the scientific party (and out of view of
myself or Jill Zamaow). Albert apparently found this sazisfactory, as his grumblings 10
me coasod. On or about S3006, | realizod that Albert was culturing hive bacteria from
colonics of discased coral. Bocauso of a lack of clarity regarding which specific activities
were found %o be agrecable 1o HIMB and DLNR (per their pre-cruise mecting), |
contactied Honolulu via emaal and phoae (Dr, Jo-Ann Leong, HIMB dircctor; Ms, Aulani
Wilbelm, NWHI Coral Reef Ecosystens Rescrve acting cooedinator) for clanification. Dr.
Loceg requested that Acby kil all bactenial caltures by freezing. All agar plates were
frozen by Mr. Alber (verified by myself). All plates were frozen on the evening of
£3106, the day before our amival at Johnston Atoll

On 6711706, while tramsating from Jobnston Atoll 10 Henolulu, | reccived emal
instrections from a DLNR representative (Ms. Athline Clark) o destroy all agar plates in
1000 Beach. 1 wakched Albent sosk all plases in bleack The bleached plates were
packaged in Baodarand plastic bags, and destroyed at & shoeeside facility after our armval
in Honolulu oa 671106,



