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Mystery illnessblamedon depletediranium

By Deborah Hastings
Associated Press

NEW YORK N It takesat least10 minutesanda largeglassof orangejuice to washdownall
thepills N morphine,methadonea musclerelaxant,an antidepressang stool softener Viagra
for sexualdysfunction.Valium for his nerves.

Fourhourslater, HerbertReedwill swallowanotherl5 milligrams of morphineto cutthe pain
clenchingeverypartof his body.He will doit twice morebeforethedayis done.

Sincehe left abombedout train depotin Irag, his gumsbleed.Thereis morebloodin his urine
andstool. Bright light hurtshis eyes.A tumor hasbeenremovedfrom his thyroid. Rashe®rupt
everywhereitching sobadlythey seemto live inside his skin. His joints ache.Migrainescleave

) Herbert Reed, 54, says he hasrequired
his skull. an arsenal of medicines since being
exposed to radioactive depleted

. . . . . o uranium while serving in Iraq with the
Thereis somethingmassivelywrong with HerbertReed thoughno oneis surewhatit is. He 442nd Military po|icegout of quW York.

believesput cannotconvinceanyonecaringfor him, thatthemilitary's newfavorite weaponhas Taking so much medication, he says,

makes him feel like "just a zombie

madehim terrifyingly sick. walking around.”

In the sprawlingbureaucracyf the Departmenbf VeteransAffairs, he hasmanycaretakersAn — yarvANNCHASTAIN Associated
internist,a neurologista painr-managemergpecialista psychologistan orthopedicsurgeonand  Press

adermatologistHe cannotfunctionwithout his stupefyingarsenabf medicationsput they

exactahigh price.

"I'm justazombiewalking around,"he says.
NONSTOP SUFFERING

HerbertReedis animposingman,broadshoulderedandtall. He stridesinto the VA Medical Centerin the Bronx. His hair is perfect,
his shirt spotlesshis jeanssharplycreasedBut thereis alimp. It is theonly signthatheis extremelysick.

Sleepoffers noreleaseHe dreamsof gunfire andbombsandsoldierswho screanfor help.He nevergetstherein time.

At 54, heis aveteranof two warsanda 20-yearveteranof the New York PoliceDepartmentHe sayshewasin perfecthealthbefore
servingin Irag.

Accordingto military guidelineshe shouldhavebeentrainedabouttherisks of depleteduranium,andaboutwaysto avoidprolonged
exposureo its toxicity andradioactivity.

ITS ALL IN YOUR HEAD'

Reedbelievesdepleteduranium,alsocalled DU, hascontaminatedim. He now walks pointin avitriolic war overthePentagon's
arsenabf it N thousandsf shellsandhundredof tankscoatedwith the metalthatis radioactive chemicallytoxic andnearlytwice
asdenseaslead.

A shellcoatedwith depleteduraniumpiercesatanklike a hotknife throughbutter.As tankarmor,it repelsartillery assaultslt also
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leavesbehindafine radioactivedustwith a half-life of 4.5 billion years.

Depleteduraniumis the garbagdeft from producingenricheduraniumfor nuclearweaponsandenergyplants.The U.S. hasan
estimatedL.5 billion poundsof it, sitting in hazardousstoragesitesacrosshecountry.Meaningit is plentiful andcheapaswell as
highly effective.

Reedsayshe unknowinglybreatheddU dustwhile living with his unit in Samawahlrag. He wasmedevacedutin 2003becausef
herniatedspinaldiscs.Thenbegana seriesof symptomshe'dneverexperiencedn his previouslyhealthylife.

At Walter ReedArmy Medical Centerin WashingtonD.C., heraninto a buddyfrom his unit. And anotherandanother.Theybegan
to talk. "We all hadmigrainesWe all felt sick," Reedsays."The doctorssaid,'It's all in yourhead.™

Thenthemedicfrom their unit showedup. He, too, wassuffering. Thatmadeeightsick soldiersfrom the442ndMilitary Police,an
Army NationalGuardunit of mostly copsandcorrectionalofficersfrom theNew York area.

But themedicknew somethingthe othersdidn't.

Dutchmarineshadtakenovertheabandonedrain depot,dubbedCampSmitty, which wassurroundedy tank skeletonsand
unexplodedrdnanceThey'dbroughtradiationdetectiondevices.The readingswereso hot, the Dutchsetup campin themiddle of
thedesertratherthanlive in the stationruins.

"We gotonthelnternet,"Reedsaid,"and we startedresearchinglepleteduranium.”
Thentheyhiredalawyer.
DIFFERING TEST RESULTS

Reed GerardMatthew,RaymondRamos HectorVega,AugustinMatos,Anthony Yonnone JerryOjedaandAnthony Phillip all have
DU in theirurine,accordingto testsavailableonly overseas.

In DecembeR003,their samplesveresentto Germanywheretheywereanalyzedoy a Frankfurtprofessomwho developeda DU test
with RandallParrish,a professoiof isotopegeologyat the University of Leicestetin Britain.

The veteransusingtheir positiveresultsasevidence havesuedthe Army, sayingofficials knewthehazardof DU butconcealedhe
risks.

The Departmenof DefensesaysDU is powerfulandsafe.

Fourof thehighestregisteringsampledrom Frankfurtweresentto the VA. Theresultscamebacknegative Reedsaid. "Their test
justisn'tassophisticated,he said.

The VA's testingmethodologyis safeandaccuratetheagencysays.More than2,100soldiersfrom thewar haveaskedo be tested;
only eighthadDU in theirurine,theVA said.

Theterm"depleteduranium"is linguistically radioactive Simply utterthewords,andheadsshake gyesroll, opinionsareyelledfrom
all sides.

SteveRobinsonof the NationalGulf War ResourceCenterwhich helpsveteranswith variousproblems says:"The Departmenbf
Defenseakesthepositionthatyou caneatit (DU) for breakfastindit posesothreatat all. Thenyou havefar-left groupsthat...
declareit acrimeagainstumanity.”

An estimated86tonsof DU munitionswerefired by theU.S. in IragandKuwait in 1991.An estimatedL.30tonswereshottoppling
SaddanHussein.

At the otherendareconspiracytheoristsandinternetproselytizersvho sayusingsuchweaponsonstitutegenocide.

Thereareseveraktudiesonhow DU affectsanimals thoughtheir resultsarenot, of course directly applicableto humansMilitary
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researcton mice showsthatDU canenterthe bloodstreanmandcometo restin bonesthebrain,kidneysandlymph nodes Other
researchin ratsshowsthatDU canresultin cancerousumorsandgeneticmutations,andleadto birth defects.

Iragi doctorsreportedsignificantincreasesn birth defectsandchildhoodcancersafterthe 1991invasion.

DU cancontaminatesoil andwater,andcoatbuildingswith radioactivedust.In 2005,theU.N. EnvironmentaProgramidentified311
pollutedsitesin Iraq. Cleaningthemwill takeat least$40million andseveralyearstheagencysaid.

FifteenyearsafterDU wasfirst usedin battle,thereis only oneU.S. governmenstudy monitoringveteransexposedo DU. Just32
soldiersarein thevoluntarysurvey.

It will takeyearsto determingo whatextentDU affectedsoldiersfrom this war. After Vietnam,veteransin numberghatgrewwith
the passag®f time, complainedof joint acheshight sweatsploody feces migraineheadachesjnexplainedashesandviolent
behavior;somedevelopedcancerslt took morethan25yearsfor the Pentagorto acknowledgeahatthe corrosivedefoliantAgent
Orangewaslinked to thosesufferings.
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